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Welcome, friends! 
  My vision for the publication, Harvest Life, is for it to be a window into 
the individual lives of our Harvest family members. This magazine can be 
a place where we learn more about each other and create stronger 
connections as a result. We will try to feature as many people as possible so 
we can intentionally participate in each other's lives more fully.  We can 
share recipes, read thoughtful essays, hear about ideas for a new ministry, 
etc.  These kinds of features can be a way of reinforcing the bonds forged 
between us.  These features will make those bonds even stronger as we see 
the unique ways God is making each of us more like Him through our 
ordinary, holy lives.   This publication can be a written worship medium; a 
way to interact with each other; an avenue to share what we are doing 
and how it all fits together in God’s kingdom here on Earth.  For 
newcomers, it can be a peek into this church family that they wouldn't 
necessarily see from a brief encounter Sunday morning. For old timers, it 
can be a deepening of sweet relationships.  It will require some risk to be 
transparent through the written word.  It will require thought to submit 
something from the heart.  It will require us to be vulnerable.  However, 
the reward will far outweigh the risk as we are drawn closer together.  We 
will be able to understand God more fully as we see Him in each other’s 
lives.  I invite you to take the risk – submit something!  E-mail me at 
katefried@ymail.com.  As you take a peek into this issue, if there’s 
something that sparks an interest, act on it!  Let’s be intentional with 
each other.  Let’s be honest with our daily experiences and invite each 
other in.  There is so much more to each one of us than we see on Sunday 
morning or at community group.  I invite you to jump in with both feet 
and be a part of making this community of Harvest stronger, sweeter, 
REALer. 

In Him,  

Kate Fried, Harvest Life Editor 
 

 
Dear Harvest Family,  
  As most of you know, at the congregational meeting on June 22 
the church decided to ask me to serve as Interim Administrator 
through this transitional time in our church.  Thank you all so 
much for this!  Harvest has been home and family to us for a long 
time, and over the last few years Kristen and I have loved getting 
more involved in various ministries at Harvest. I started seminary a 
year and a half ago with no idea what God had planned for that, 
we just felt called to be more involved at Harvest and wanted to 
prepare for whatever that might look like.  As a congregational 
church we place a high value on the central role of the church in 
affirming gifts and callings, and you all have continued to affirm 
and encourage us with opportunities to grow and serve with the 
Deacons, Children’s Ministry, and other areas.  I cannot tell you 
how much this has meant to us.  The opportunity to serve and grow 
in this new role, even in the interim, is a blessing to us as a family, 
particularly because it comes from our church family. We are very 
excited for the opportunity and for all of the great things going 
on in our church right now! So, thank you again for your love and 
affirmation and for the opportunity to serve and grow with you in 
this way, through this transitional time.    

Grace & Peace,  
Seth Leach, Interim Administrator 

 

 hello... 
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  Questions are good. One of the things I enjoy about my job as a college professor is 
the questions that students ask. Although they don’t ask them as often as I would like, 
when they do it provides an opportunity to discuss something that is important to 
them and perhaps provide some insight into the issue that generated the question. 
Their questions also help me better understand them and their thoughts on whatever 
topic we are discussing. These questions also invite me to think more closely about the 
subject matter of the question. All of these are good things. So questions are good. 
  We would like to offer an opportunity for people to ask questions. These questions can 
be about the Bible, theology, philosophy, contemporary social issues, apologetics, and/or 
Christian ethics. I will select one or two to answer in each Harvest Life publication. [I am 
also willing to answer privately the questions not selected for Harvest Life.]  If you have 
a question you wish to ask, email me at rapinchukmark@gmail.com or submit questions 
anonymously by writing them out on a card that can be placed in the offering bag on 
Sunday morning or left in the question box.   
  For the first issue I will briefly address a question from someone, which was given to me 
by Kate. “How can God be more tangible in my l ife”?  
  This is an interesting question, in part because it is not immediately clear what “more 
tangible” means. On the one hand, it can mean something like, “How can we experience 
God more in our lives”? If this is what the question is asking, then I would suggest a 
couple of things. For example, daily prayer and reading of scripture will often bring us 
closer to God. When we consistently engage in these practices, it is common to 
experience an increased awareness of God throughout our daily routines and activities. I 
would also suggest speaking with someone who exhibits a vibrant and healthy relationship 
with God. Ask this person how he or she has developed in this way. Jennifer Freeman 
would also be a good resource, since she regularly teaches a course in Christian 
Formation. 
  Another way we might understand the question “How can God be more tangible in 
my life?” is in terms of observable evidence of God. Many seekers and skeptics ask for 
empirical evidence, that is, evidence experienced through our five senses. While it is 
appropriate, I think, to look for evidence, we must be aware that empirical evidence is 
not the only type we should consider. Additional types of legitimate evidence include 
historical documentation, logical and philosophical arguments, and personal or first-hand 
experiences, including religious experiences. N. T. Wright, in his Introduction to Simply   
 Christian: Why Christianity Makes Sense has written, “First, I have explored four 
areas which in today’s world can be interpreted as ‘echoes of a voice’: the longing for 
justice, the quest for spirituality, the hunger for relationships, and the delight in 
beauty.” (p. x)  Wright correctly considers these common human experiences as evidence 
in need of explanation, and he argues that Christianity provides the best explanation 
for why we as humans universally have these desires. So the evidence is there, we simply 
need to learn to recognize it for what it is. These answers are admittedly brief and 
much more could, and should, be said in response to the question. But they are intended 
to introduce this feature Harvest Life. Let the questions begin. 

ASK MARK: 
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A Piece of the Continent; a Part of the Main 
 

his past Christmas when coming back to Branson 
from our travels, Seth drove our minivan through the 
winding roads of northern Arkansas, a day earlier 

than we had planned--on Saturday. Our plans had changed, 
and we were happy to get home and happy because we would 
get to go to church the next day. Seth told me on that drive 
that whenever we are away from our church family, when we 
miss a service because we are traveling or are sick, he always 
wants to give Harvest a collective hug when we get back. That's 
how I feel, too. 
  My grandmother was visiting this week. She helped me plant 
flowers in the front beds and made us chicken fried steak and 
brought gifts for everyone. She told me that I was a good role 
model because I have a budget and cook vegetables and my 
kids go to bed early most of the time. And then she 
mentioned a conversation she had with another family 
member where she told that person, "You should be more like 
Kristen. Kristen doesn't have any of her family around her. 
She does EVERYTHING! All. By. Her. Self." 
  There was a time where this would have caused my chest to 
swell with pride. I was a high school graduate who swore I would 
never call home and ask for money during college. (And I 
didn't.) When my cell phone broke during my mother's second 
divorce, I took it as a sign that God wanted me to deal with 
things on my own, without talking to any friends.  
(So that's what I did.) 
Somewhere along the way I had this warped view that all I 
needed was me and God. He was all I should need, all I would 
ever need, and anyone else was a crutch. 
  When I had my first boyfriend in college, someone I 
respected asked me what I liked about him. "He makes me 
happy," I replied. "Well, that's not good," was his response. "That's 
being codependent." 
  Thus my ascetic loneliness continued... Need is weakness. 
Asking for help means I don't have enough faith. Wanting 
relationships means there is a void in my relationship with God. 
  I don't know where we got this idea that we need to do things 
all. by. our. selves. But we need to get rid of it. It is not true; it is 
not good; it does not work. It makes us impatient and boastful 
and cruel to ourselves. It breeds envy, makes us rude, and holds 
us in dark, damp, moldy places of shame. We were not created 
to live alone. It truly takes a village. 
  And when I  say ,  " It  takes  a v i l lage , "  what I  rea l ly 
mean i s ,  " It  takes  a church . "   
  It takes a group of people who care for one another. Who are 
selfless and invested and mindful of one another's needs. Who 

continually point one another back to truth and light and 
grace. 
  My grandmother was wrong. I told her so. 
   "I DON'T do everything by myself. I have a lot of help. Seth 
and I do everything together. I have lots of friends who 
 help me all the time. And we have our church." 
  Who was it that said, "No man is an island?" Bon Jovi? Just 
kidding! (This is an About a Boy quote, if you don't know.) It 
was John Donne. We memorized it in high school. I was too 
busy being alone back then to understand what it means: No 
man is an island entire of itself; every man is a piece of the 
continent, a part of the main; if a clod be washed away by the 
sea, Europe is the less, as well as if a promontory were, as well as 
any manner of thy friends or of thine own were; any man's 
death diminishes me, because I am involved in mankind.  And 
therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls; it tolls for 
thee.  
  I don't know the balance of things; I truly don't. I still struggle 
quite a bit with the question of what it means to strive to be a 
good wife and mother--to accept affirmation, but to know my 
worth is grounded in Christ. Likewise, I don't always know how 
to accept failure gracefully, knowing that it doesn't determine 
how much I am loved. -- what does it mean to be in 
community but not be codependent? How can you have needs 
and express them, but not be defined by others? How can I 
shield myself from hurt and yet be vulnerable? I don't know all 
the answers. I still thrash around with those questions on a very 
regular basis.   
  But I do know that a healthy community is one who strives 
to wrestle these questions together. And I am so happy to be a 
part of one. And so.... 
  To all the teachers who impart wisdom and knowledge, and 
the people who plan the service to bring us together, show us 
ourselves, turn us to God, speak forgiveness. To the people who 
teach our children, and turn on the lights, and work the sound, 
and clean the carpets. To all the ladies who bring meals when 
ALL THE BABIES are born, and throw showers, and crochet 
sweaters and blankets and hats. To the older couple who sits 
down with us and talks us through that argument that keeps 
surfacing in our marriage, the mentors, the friends who go out 
for coffee and don't bat an eye at our real-ness, our 
vulnerability, the things we were ashamed to say out loud. To 
the people who serve every day of the week in the community, 
who prepare meals for the hungry, plant gardens for the 
needy, and are fathers to the fatherless. 
  Church, consider this your collective hug. 

 
 
 
 

Kristen Leach writes at www.forcominghome.blogspot.com.  
She graduated from College of the Ozarks in 2008 with a 
Religion/Philosophy degree.  She married her husband, Seth, in 
2009 and they have three boys, Asher (5), Zimrie (3) & Jonah (1). 
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  I am pleased to be able to guide some of the opportunities 
that Harvest provides for spiritual growth in the congregation. 
As a long-time member of Harvest, I have seen a lot of change 
and maturity in the hearts of people who attend our church. 
Each individual contributes to the whole of a congregation 
uniquely and just as the individuals in a congregation mature, 
so does the maturity of the congregation.   Harvest is 
committed to offering different approaches to this spiritual 
growth and maturity. As a church, we must be intentional in 
cultivating both the corporate expression of our faith alongside 
the more intimate relationships that assist us in learning to 
embrace God’s strength and direction. The worship service on 
Sunday morning is the primary way we hear from, and 
respond to God as a congregation.  The Spirit unites our hearts 
as we worship God and commit to a common focus. Sunday 
morning is like the symphony expression of our love for God 
and others.  The practice for that symphony comes as we 
participate in relationships, which allow us to talk about and 
make mistakes, as we learn to submit our lives to Jesus Christ.  
  Learning about and experiencing God’s grace rarely happens 
in a vacuum. By God’s design we are united as a people in the 
midst of our strengths and weaknesses.  Community groups 
offer a place where people can be more intentional in 
developing relationships that focus on sharing our hopes, needs 
and even obstacles in how we are responding to Jesus. It is in this 
personal setting that we often experience God’s grace more 
intimately, deepening our Christlikeness and promoting 
spiritual maturity. 

  In the upcoming Harvest Life publications we will spotlight 
different groups and how they encourage the members. This 
summer the community groups have the opportunity to go 
through a study of 1 Peter that will complement the sermon 
series on the same book.  You can get a copy of the study 
through Julie at the church office. Even if you’re not in a 
community group you can request a copy of the study; I hope 
to be able to update it every other week.   
  Another way that God grows us in Christlikeness is through 
spiritual gifts in the Body. The Equipping Hour will focus on 
Paul’s admonition for use of these gifts of grace from Romans 
12:3-21.  These gifts are used to bring unity, help the suffering, 
and testify to the good news of the Gospel of Jesus.  The 
spiritual gifts are not to highlight any individual but to point 
to God’s intention of unity in the Body of Christ.  Each week 
there is a guided discussion on this topic led by different 
individuals. Much of the value in the Equipping Hour is to 
discuss the biblical truth and how it affects our daily lives. In a 
few of the weeks we will break into smaller groups of men and 
women to talk about the unique implication of our gender in 
terms of spiritual gifting.  The equipping hour is open to 
anyone.  We will have these classes in the Timothy room and 
will start each week (except on Souper Sunday days) at 10:45 
a.m.   
  It is a blessing to be a part of the same family! 
 

Peace and Grace,   

Jennifer Freeman 

Community 
Groups 

= Family 
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In Romans 8, Paul writes "for we do not know 
how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit 
intercedes with sighs too deep for words 
(NRSV)."  If you're anything like me, not 
knowing how to pray as you ought rings all to 
too true.  Our church is in the midst of 
major transition; friends are joining us; 
friends are leaving us; people are suffering 
physically and emotionally.  While we trust 
that God's Spirit in us will intercede "with sighs 
too deep for words," sometimes it's just nice to 
have words to say. If you agree at all, then I 
invite you to borrow these words of a saint 
who's gone before us. This medieval prayer is 
called the Anima Christi, but its author is 
unknown. May its whispers of Eucharist, 
Passion, and Resurrection comfort you when 
there are just no other words to say.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Soul of Christ, sanctify me. 
Body of Christ, save me. 

Blood of Christ, inebriate me. 
Water from the side of Christ, wash me. 

Passion of Christ, strengthen me. 
O Good Jesus, hear me. 

Within your wounds hide me. 
Permit me not to be separated from you. 

From the wicked foe, defend me. 
At the hour of my death, call me 

and bid me come to you 
That with your saints I may praise you 

Forever and ever. Amen. 
 

   reflection... 
by Ann-Victoria Kuenzle 
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…Seth Leach 
Rhythms of Grace: How The 
Church’s Worship Tells the Story of 
the Gospel, by Mike Cosper 
  

This book does an excellent job of 
explaining what worship is, how and 
why we worship together corporately, 
and how our lives are shaped by our 
worship. I really loved it. It reminded 
me why we do the things we do, in a 
way that gave me a fresh excitement 
and purpose in doing them.  

 

…Michelle Williams 
The band I really like 
right now is Drew 
Holcomb and the 
Neighbors. They 
have Young Life 
roots from Nashville. 
They got their start 
in music performing 

at Young Life camps. They have rich tones and their love 
for Jesus, Americana, and harmony is inspiring.  
 

…Casey Chambers 
While recently flying home from 
Portland, I discovered the movie 
The Intern. I was delightfully 
surprised how much I enjoyed this 
movie! It is about an older 
gentleman (Robert DeNiro) who 
decides to keep living life after the 
death of his wife and decides to 
become an intern in a fast-growing 
fashion company created by a 
young twenty-something (Anne 
Hathaway). It's a film that focuses 

on classic, old values versus the newer, impersonal 
technological world we live in. As DeNiro befriends 
Hathaway, both of their lives change for the better. I 
recommend this sweet, clean movie and hope it makes you 
smile like it did me.		
	

 

…Ann-Victoria Kuenzle 
Slow-Cooker Spanish Rice 
 

makes 8 servings 
Prep. Time: 15 mins 
Cooking Time: 6-10 hrs	 
Ideal slow-cooker size: 6 qt. 
 
2 lbs. ground beef, 
browned 
2 medium onions, 
chopped 
2 green peppers, 
chopped 
28 oz. can tomatoes 
8 oz. can tomato sauce 
1 1/2 cups water 
2 1/2 tsp. chili powder 
2 tsp. salt 
2 tsp. Worcestershire sauce 
1 1/2 cups rice, uncooked 
 

Combine all ingredients in slow cooker. 
Cover.  Cook on low 8-10 hrs or on high 6 hrs.  
 

recipe credit: Loretta Krahn, Mt. Lake, MN 
 
 

…Dori Rapinchuk 
Chicken Enchiladas	 
Boil 2 1/2 lbs. of chicken breast 
Cool and shred 
Mix chicken w/ 1-2 cans of cream of 
chicken soup 
16 oz. sour cream 
salt, pepper, onion 
1 large can Rotel with green chilis 
12 oz. shredded Mexican or Colby Jack 
cheese  
4-6 oz. shredded cheese for topping 
1 can enchilada sauce 
Take one package of soft flour tortillas and fill with chicken 
mixture, roll, and lay in bottom of 9x13 pan.  
Continue until all mixture is used.   I usually use 7 large tortillas.   
Pour enchilada sauce over the top.    
Bake covered at 350 for about one hour, open and sprinkle with 
more cheese.  Cover and bake another 15 min.   
Remove from oven and let set for 15 min before serving.  
YUMMM! 

  favorites from... 
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What is your job and how did you get into it? 

I am a home builder/remodeler.  Construction has been the 
family business, and the first "jobs" I can remember having 
were at new home sites, so it was a natural fit.  I also have 
always really enjoyed working with my hands, and seeing a 
tangible result from my work. 
 

How do you see God at work in your workplace? 

At the most basic level, God is at work through those who 
employ me to provide for my family.  I also am allowed into 
many people's homes, sometimes for an extended time, 
developing relationships that let me share my life with 
them, through conversation and by example.  I may not see 
anything come from these interactions, but I know God can 
use them for good. 
 

What is your role in the work God is doing in your workplace? 

Providing people with a safe and comfortable place to live, 
raise their families, and extend hospitality to guests is a way 
God uses me to show love to those I work for.  
 

Why do you continue to do this job? 

I do this job because I believe God has gifted me in this area, 
He has given me a desire to build, and through my job, He 
provides for my family. 
 

How can we pray for you, in your job, and others in the same vocation?  

Pray for God to use me to be a reflection of Him to those I 
work with, to hold this or any job with open hands, and 
remember that I am not defined by the job, but by being 
His child. 

Vocational 
Interview 

with 
Zach Kuenzle 
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he Harvest Community Garden is a collaborative 
ministry among Harvest E-Free Volunteers, The Caring 
People families (TCP), and the Ozarks Wellness Network 

(OWN It). In the fall of 2015, I was awarded funding through OWN 
It to build a new community garden in Taney County for 2016 and 
a modest grant through the Missouri Dietetics Association to provide 
nutrition education using garden produce.  At the time Stone and 
Taney counties boasted 12 community gardens using funds through a 
Healthy Eating Active Living Grant (HEAL Grant) with OWN It. 
These gardens are located at several schools, pregnancy care centers, 
churches, and other non-for-profit organizations across Stone and 
Taney counties.  
  In 2015, the community gardens produced 1,914 lbs of food that was 
donated to residents of Stone and Taney County who might not 
otherwise have access to fresh foods. Recipients included food pantries, 
older adults, day care centers, individuals living in temporary housing, 
and many other vulnerable populations. In 2016, fresh produce from 
the gardens is estimated to climb above 3,000 pounds with the 
addition of 10 more gardens across both counties. 
  Early on it was apparent that there was much interest and support 
among the church congregation and leadership for a community 
garden at Harvest. Although much of the funding for the garden 
was made possible by the grant—garden tools, a shed, hoses, bed 
building materials, etc.—many man hours and volunteer expertise 
enabled the garden ministry to really take off. Mark and Joanna 
Hubbard advised me on a variety of subjects including bed materials 
and plant placement. Jordan Gloor, Keith Smith, and I attended a 
Missouri Extension Gardening seminar in March. John Adams 
coordinated the purchase and construction of five 4ft x 8ft garden 
beds. Jacob Leach coordinated donation of soil and compost by Nixa 
Hardware. Nearly a dozen Harvest volunteers met together May 7th 
to prepare the plot sites and assemble a garden shed. Hollister FFA 
students donated seedlings that The Caring People children planted 
on May 18th. JaMarie Thompson developed a logo design for the 
garden ministry at Harvest to be used in print and online. Miranda 
Shrock, a College of the Ozarks Dietetic Student, will join TCP and I 
on Wednesday evenings in July and August to offer tasty and fun 
nutrition education to the children. And many, many others have 
prayed over, advised, and volunteered their time to the garden 
ministry.    
  Garden volunteers, however, are still welcome! The Harvest church 
family and any community members are welcome to volunteer time 
or resources to tend, harvest, and deliver produce from the 
community garden to the Salvation Army and the Boys and Girls 
Club. The Caring People children will continue to tend the garden on 
Wednesday evenings and will later learn how to harvest and prepare 
the produce. If you are interested in spending some time sharing 
God’s love with children and taste testing garden produce, please get 
in touch with me! If you know of another group of individuals who 
might benefit from receiving fresh produce, do not hesitate to let me 
know. If you have garden items unused at home, would like to know 
what items are still needed or have any other thoughts or ideas, please 
take a moment to speak with me.  
  In ending, what better way to seek the transforming power of God 
in our lives than to work together in a garden where God’s 
transforming work is made evident every day? Who but God takes a 
lowly seed and transforms it in the darkness of soil to a tender 
seedling in a matter of days? Who but God uses sunshine to 

chemically change minerals and water to useable energy to support 
the growth of vines, bushes, and stalks?  Who, but God?  
  It is my prayer that God’s good will is made manifest through the 
many individuals who have committed time, expertise, and resources 
to the garden at Harvest. Perhaps we will see a hundred or more 
pounds of produce harvested from our garden before the critters eat 
it or the sun fries it or the crab grass overtakes it. But, perhaps, more 
importantly, we will see God’s character more clearly as we trust 
more fully in Him and reach out to our friends and neighbors 
through the simple acts of tending a garden and sharing its bounty. 

Lynetta Smith 
 

photo credit: Alec Vanderboom May 29, 2015 
 

The Caring People 
  "We've been sharing in the lives of single mothers at our 
church for a good while now through dedicated ministry, and 
it's been good to see a congregation take on the love of Christ, 
through the sharing of meals and wisdom and playing on 
playgrounds and laughing and chasing and eating cookies and 
running out of breath. May we endeavor and continue to come 
alongside those who are stretched thin, and need hugs, and are 
just worn out, and may we all experience a love that is able to 
bind up the broken-hearted and bring rest to the weary." 

           Alec Vanderboom                    
 

“This is who we love, every week.  We want to grow.  They want 
to play.  Won’t you join us?” 

                 Torie Youngblood            



	 12	
	

		
with the 

Harvest Ladies 

Vintage Paris 
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  In March of 2013 Richard and Margaret relocated for the 15th time since they were married.  Richard was born in Du Quoin, IL and 
Margaret was born in Kansas City, MO.  Richard graduated from Rolla, MO and relocated to the Kansas City area to work for Ralston 
Purina in 1967.  He moved into an apartment complex in Roeland Park, KS.  Margaret moved into the same apartment complex right 
next door to Richard three months later.  A year later they were married.  Upon returning from their honeymoon, Richard’s draft 
notice was in the mailbox.  He was just 30 days short of turning 26 years old, which was the cut off age for the draft.  Richard left for 
basic training at Ft. Leonard Wood two months later.  Margaret moved back in with her parents.  After months of military training, 
Dick returned to Kansas City to pick up Margaret and new son.  Their first duty assignment was in the Panama Canal Zone for 18 
months.    After the tour in Panama, Richard received orders for South Korea in January.  Brrr, it was really cold in Korea in January, 
especially after being in the tropics for 18 months.  Margaret planned to stay in KC with her parents while Richard was in Korea for 13 
months.  After a couple of months, Margaret received a letter from Richard asking her if she wanted to come to Korea and live.  Being 
the adventure seeker she was, she packed up Karl and flew to Seoul, Korea.  While living in Korea she taught conversational English to 
Koreans.  We returned to Kansas City in 1972 and were transferred to Louisville, KY six months later where their son Jeff was born.   
They have lived in 5 states and two foreign countries.  We have two sons, Karl and Jeff and four grandchildren, Jessica (20), Megan (18), 
Savannah (17) and Clayton (14). 
  At age 73 and 70 they are still working in their Consulting Engineering business they started in 1995.  Richard retired from military 
service both active and reserve/national guard with 27.5 years of service at the rank of Colonel and received a promotion in the Illinois 
National Guard to Brigadier General. 
  Margaret’s working career prior to the engineering business consisted of various secretarial positions including church secretary at two 
different churches and an 11-year career as Executive Secretary for the Great Lakes District of the EFCA.  Prior to meeting Dick, she 
had been a long distance telephone operator for Southwestern Bell telephone company when they still used cords to make calls. 
  Margaret loves to read, visit with friends and spend time with Richard and grandkids when she gets a chance.  Richard loves to fish and 
hunt.  Our reasons and visions for moving to Branson were to live somewhere we really wanted to live and have it be our choice.  All of first 
14 moves were dictated by a job.   We also wanted to have our home be a ministry to family and friends who would like to visit Branson 
and need a place to stay while here having fun.  We love to be a blessing to others in whatever way we can. 
  We have always tried to put Jesus first in our marriage before each other.  He is what holds us together and keeps us focused on doing 
the right things.  Life is not always fair but during those challenging times is when we have grown the most.  It is okay to have a few scars; 
it helps you remember where you have been and where you are going. 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

Who are the Burkhalters? 
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Children’s Worship 

Sundays 9-9:30 a.m. in the Timothy Room for 3 year olds up through 6th grade. 
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 until we meet again... 
Brendon, Elisha & I have experienced so many amazing things during our 11 years of 
working with your wonderful teens. There have been sharing, tears, growth and so much 
laughter. There is something truly special about walking through life during the crucial 
teenage years between Jr High and High School. It's an honor to be able to watch them 
blossom into the young men and women God has created them to be.  We feel truly 
blessed to be a part of that growth. As we watch them grow we have found over and over 
that they teach us something about ourselves, too. Thank you for allowing us to be a part 
of their lives. We have an amazing group of teens in our Harvest community. We pray 
that as we enter into a time of transition, we will grow stronger in our love for the Lord 
and for each other. As we reflect on our time spent with the youth a quote comes to mind 
as they finish out high school and prepare for college. "Only one life, Twill soon be past; 
Only what's done for Christ will last." We will continually pray that as they experience life's 
struggles, they will be able to focus on what truly matters and walk moment by moment in 
an abiding relationship with the Lord. As we move on to whatever the Lord has next for 
our lives, know that we have been forever impacted by our time spent with these 
extraordinary youth and will continue to lift them up in prayer.   
 
 

 
I admit that most changes that I deal with are the types that seemed to be forced upon 
me.  But I do not think this is case for this move to Michigan. As I have lived, my pattern in 
life has been to reside in comfort.  I do not think intently about changes when life is going 
good.  But if I am experiencing discomfort or failure then I begin to look for the changes I 
need to make.  The Lord understands me well.  My time in Branson with Sight and Sound 
has been a time of success and my relationship with Harvest Evangelical Free has been a 
pure refuge for me.    Two sets of circumstances changed that moved me out of this 
comfort zone:  First, two difficult conversations I had with my immediate boss at the 
beginning of this season.  He communicated his opinion that my skill set was not what Sight 
and Sound needed for the future.  Second, conversations with my Mother, in which I 
learned that during this past winter she fell out by the mailbox and had difficulty getting 
up and returning to the house.  Did these circumstances force me? No, but they did make 
me seek the Lord.  With the first circumstance I went into battle mode.  I was going to 
prove that I could do the job well.  The second circumstance I could not answer as easily 
and it became clear that someone needed to be with my parents on a daily basis.  My 
brother had been traveling from his Lansing location on the weekends to be with them, but 
that was not enough nor a long-term solution.  The other solution was institutional care, 
which both my parents rejected vehemently.  The combination of circumstances opened 
me to the leading of the Lord to return home and live with my parents.  As I prayed and 
sought the Lord’s leading, He confirmed the direction for me.  Thus I turned in my 
resignation to Sight and Sound and prepared to move back to Michigan once school for the 
girls was finished.  This change is not without difficulties.  What kind of job should I have 
and can find if I am needed at home?  How can Hope’s health needs and the cost be met 
without an income or health insurance?  How can two families become one in a house that 
has been overflowing with “things” accumulated for the last forty years?  Right now I am 
dealing with the fear and frustration of trying to have Hope’s medical needs covered.  The 
cost of her medication alone will wipe out our savings in about three months.  I have tried to 
contact a recommended social worker for help in getting assistance three times and have 
not gotten a response.  I have tried to apply for Michigan Medicaid and so far seemed to 
be locked out of the on-line application system.  Even if the application has gone through I 
still have a three-month wait for a response.  Please remember me in prayer; I believe I am 
dealing with the giants before entering the promise land.  What are the blessings that I am 
looking forward to?  One blessing will be the chance to be with my parents and help them 
finish the race well.  Another blessing will be more time to be with my daughters, 
particularly in the evenings.  Sight and Sound’s show schedule was such that I missed a lot of 
time with my daughters and while I was convinced I was where the Lord wanted me at 
Sight and Sound, it still hurt.  Another blessing is the house, which seems to communicate 
security to the girls.  The apartment complex was a good place, but not an easy place to 
live.  I was a widower with two daughters, working evenings and we probably represented one 
of the most stable families in the complex.  There are more blessings to look forward to, not 
the least of which is a church family that had already accepted the girls and me.    Our 
Lord is the one who is sovereign.  He is the one who allows or brings about all changes for us.  
He does this out of His goodness to reveal His glory and so that we can know Him.  I have 
much to look forward to. Please remember us in prayer as we go through the changes and 
rejoice with us. 
 

     ‘Til Christ returns, Sidney, Katy, Hope 
 

Sincerely, Hillary Bargman 


