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Harvest Life is a printed worship expression designed to share authentic insights into Harvest-goers’ lives. 
 



 

We have so many exciting things coming up this fall! Our hope, in all of these activities, is to continue to 
grow closer together as a family that, like Paul and the Philippians, participates together in the Gospel and 
continues to build one another up in the Faith. Whether children, youth, adults, or seasoned adults, it is 
always important for us to continue to listen and invite the work of the Spirit, through one another, into our 
lives.  
The goal of our Show and Tell Sunday in September was to make time to invite one another into our lives 
and to share in our stories.  It was also to remind us that as difficult as it may be at times, it is worth the effort 
because we need one another. Whether at the Pumpkin Patch in October, the Men’s retreat in November or 
any of the other events this fall, we want to continue to make room for one another in our lives and look for 
ways to receive from each other. Mark and Jennifer have started their new Equipping Hour class, which is 
working through our basic theological understanding of gender. This class lays the foundation for how we 
relate to one another as engendered people, carrying God’s image in unique ways, and how we can build one 
another up by living more fully into that image.  
One way that we want to continue to invite each other into our lives this Advent is to have people share 
through a special Advent issue of Harvest Life. This issue will feature 28 prayers or testimonies (one for each 
day of Advent) from families or individuals in our church sharing what it is that they are hoping for this 
Advent season. Beyond the desires and wants that distort the holiday season so much of the time, what are 
the hopes that God has given us for our growth, the growth of others or our community, our church family or 
our nuclear families. Through Advent we want to not just read each other’s testimonies but participate in one 
another’s hope by joining in prayer for one another, hoping together, and allowing the hope that God has 
given each of us to shape one another into who he hopes for us to be. 
Please pray about joining in this Advent issue together. If you are interested in submitting a prayer or 
testimony, please contact Kate Fried. 

Grace and Peace, 
Seth 

 Grace and Peace, 
Seth 

 

Dear Harvest Family, 



 
 

	 	
Help, GOD—the bottom has fallen out of my 

life! 
    Master, hear my cry for help! 
Listen hard! Open your ears! 

    Listen to my cries for mercy. 
 

If you, GOD, kept records on wrongdoings, 
who would stand a chance? 

As it turns out, forgiveness is your habit, 
and that’s why you’re worshiped. 

 
I pray to GOD—my life a prayer— 
and wait for what he’ll say and do. 

My life’s on the line before God, my Lord, 
waiting and watching till morning, 
waiting and watching till morning. 

 
O Israel, wait and watch for GOD— 

with GOD’s arrival comes love, 
with GOD’s arrival comes generous 

redemption. 
No doubt about it—he’ll redeem Israel, 

St. James as a Pilgrim 
The Last Judgment 
by Hieronymus Bosch 

A Pilgrim Song 

Psalm 130 from the Message 



 

It’s funny how when you surrender control to the Lord, things never turn out the way you think they will. 
While my husband, Skyler, was finishing up at school, I would dream about a time, years down the road, 
when I would be in a ministry role again. Graduation was approaching, and Skyler and I were praying about 
what our next step as a family would be. Nothing had gone as planned after we got married, and we were 
determined not to step ahead of the Lord in regards to where we would go after Skyler finished his degree. 
After he graduated, I was planning to attend C of O so Skyler narrowed his job search to the Branson area. 
A few days after he was offered the position at Ozarks Teen Challenge, he was approached about taking over 
leadership of the youth group. We both felt honored and excited! Skyler and I have always known that we 
would be involved in ministry to some extent, but we never dreamed that we would be thrust into two 
ministerial positions in such a short time. For Skyler, both positions complement each other very well.  
Whenever someone asks me how the youth group is going, I tend to just say, “It’s going great! I love it!” 
because that’s how I feel! It has been so life-giving and fulfilling to me. It has provided an outlet for my 
creativity and ideas. I even enjoy the administrative side of planning logistics and sending emails! Skyler and 
I have learned how to work together with each other’s strengths and weaknesses. I love seeing Skyler in a role 
that he can pour his passion into, that can develop his gifts, and where he can lead worship and teach. More 
than anything, we want each student to know the love of God, and we are continually looking for ways for the 
students to encounter His love. Getting to know each student over the summer has shown us how unique 
each of their personalities are, and we want to help them develop their gifts within the church. Skyler and I 
have been working to create an environment where each student knows they can expect authenticity, both 
from us and from one another. This fall we have begun a new season of small groups along with a Wednesday 
night service. The response from the students and the Harvest community as a whole has been encouraging, 
and we’re excited for what’s to come! 

By Kayla Martin 

HARVEST YOUTH 



	 	



	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

C.S. Lewis  
from  

Lessons  



 In the past few years, I have come to realize 
that one of the most pervasive sins in my life is 
disbelief, a lack of trust in God. I think disbelief is a 
complex and often unnoticed sin. Of course, I believe 
in God. Of course, I believe in his great love for us, 
his grace in redeeming us through his holy Son, and 
his promise to bring us into his Heavenly kingdom. 
But, how often have I questioned him in the day-to-
day circumstances of my life? How often have I 
questioned his plans, and (implicitly) his goodness? 
Sadly, I am no stranger to discontent. If I were a C. 
S. Lewis character, I might well be Eustace Scrubb, 
trapped in the scales of a dragon, whimpering about 
a golden ring stuck on my arm. A golden ring that I 
wanted in the first place! 

In fact, I’ve gained much insight about myself 
through Lewis’s literature. This summer I read the 
second book in C. S. Lewis’s space trilogy, 
Perelandra. I don’t consider myself a fan of science 
fiction, but I was not disappointed. Though the label 
"space" trilogy connotes the coldness of science, the 
content (thank goodness) preserves and 
communicates all of the warmth of theology and 
relationship, of a personal and relational God. 

Lewis imaginatively depicts the planet 
Perelandra as a sort of Eden. It is a world where 
lush, island paradises float on a vast and varying sea, 
yielding easily to the flow of the waves. The world is 
inhabited by two beautiful and unfallen humans, a 
man and woman. And it is Lewis’s portrayal of the 
unfallen human woman, the Green Lady, that has 
been revelatory for me. The main character, Ransom, 
journeys from Earth to Perelandra, encounters the 
Eve-like woman, and engages in conversations that 
reveal her simple yet profound relationship with 
God, a relationship that hinges on utter belief in a 
God who is good and gives good.  

Lewis depicts the Green Lady as truly 
unfallen: she has never experienced pain, grief, or 
death; she does not recognize the concept of 
disappointment; and in her innocence she does not 
question the purposes of God or the movements of 
his waves across the sea. She lives an existence of 
obedience to and open communion with the God 
who orders her life.  

At one point in their conversation, Ransom 
questions the woman’s willingness to joyfully accept 
all the circumstances of her life, all that God brings 
her way. She replies with genuine surprise: “How 

can one wish any of those waves not to reach us 
which [God] is rolling towards us?”  
 She continues her musing, trying to 
understand the foreign, fallen experiences of 
disappointment, pain, and discontent. In a revelatory 
moment, the woman frames the dilemma in the 
context of desiring fruit: 
“One goes into the forest to pick food and already the 
thought of one fruit rather than another has grown 
up in one’s mind. Then, it may be, one finds a 
different fruit and not the fruit one thought of. One 
joy was expected and another is given. But this I had 
never noticed before… the picture of the fruit you 
have not found is still, for a moment, before you. And 
if you wished… you could keep it there. You could 
send your soul after the good you had expected, 
instead of turning it to the good you had got. You 
could refuse the real good; you could make the real 
fruit taste insipid by thinking of the other.” (68-69) 
 This short paragraph represents so much of 
my life experience, of human experience. I tend to 
decide on and set my hopes on certain 
circumstances: the right job, the right babysitter, the 
right Bible study group, the ideal house, ideal 
responsibilities. And anything else is a 
disappointment. 

How often have I sent my soul after the good 
that I expected, that I decided was best? How often 
have I refused the real good that God is offering me? 
How often have I allowed God’s best for me to turn 
bitter in my mouth because I, like a child, would not 
give up having my way? How often has my disbelief 
robbed me of the good I would not see? 

I love Lewis’s premise put forth in the words 
of this unfallen Eve. She says, simply, “One joy was 
expected, another is given.” If we truly believe that 
God is wholly good, and if we believe as promised in 
Romans, that God works all things together for 
good, then we can be certain of the goodness of his 
gifts to us, and we can see and hope for good in all 
circumstances. 

As the Green Lady on Perelandra observes, 
how can I wish any of those waves not to reach me 
which God is rolling towards me?	 

 

Paige teaches composition and literature at College of the 
Ozarks. She studied Religion and English Literature at 
William Jewell College and received her Masters in 
Teaching at Missouri State University. She lives in 
Branson with her husband, Evan, and two children, Noah 
(12) and Remmy (2). 



 
Harvest has such a vibrant community group 
system in place.  Nick and I are delighted to be a 
part of one such community group that we love 
wholeheartedly.  Each community group at Harvest 
is unique, so here is a snippet of what ours is like... 
The community group we attend is called N.O.T 
(North of Town). So let’s just establish from the 
get-go that Nick & I are not N.O.T. since we live 
distinctly south of town.  Our community group has 
been a really great place of connection for us 
though, even if we are nonconformists.   
A typical get-together for our group includes an 
every-other-Sunday-evening dinner at one of our 
homes.  If you were to peek in around 6 p.m., you 
would probably see a hearty spread of delicious 
food, some energetic talking, various ages of 
children playing and adults passing babies around.  
A little bit later, you would most likely see us 
gathered in a loose circle, being intentional about 
sharing our hearts with each other and praying for 
one another.  It’s not always easy to focus, what with 

the young children who are usually up past their 
bedtimes, but that’s actually one of my favorite 
aspects of this group.  We make an effort to connect.  
We’re modeling what it looks like to live in 
community to our little ones from a very young age.  
As they see that we value intentional relationships, 
that value will naturally be woven into the fabric of 
their lives.  I want Norah to grow up around people 
who will show her a more complete picture of God 
than Nick & I alone could show her.    
We are committed to our community group because 
it is so evident that we are meant to share life 
together.  Many of us have weathered tough times 
recently, or are currently in the midst of hard 
circumstances.  Walking through them together 
doesn’t change the circumstances, but our 
intentional support of each other definitely gives 
strength to make it through, one day at a time.   
Nick and I are so thankful to have found such a 
group as this. 
  

What’s your 
community group 
like? 

By Kate Fried 



 

N.O.T. group:  Joe & Naomi Baker, Chris & Sarah Benham, David & Amy Danford, Kris & Wendy Davison, Nick & 
Kate Fried, Mark & Joanna Hubbard, Zach & Ann-Victoria Kuenzle, Cody & Jen Lawson & Greg & Jodi Stone. 
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y What v oca tional  roles do es  G od have  yo u in?  
While I am currently serving as a deacon at Harvest and also as a part of 
the worship team, my main vocation right now is working with my family 
at our resort in Branson. I work as the bookkeeper for the business while 
maintaining communication between departments and trying my best to 
keep things running smoothly.  
How do  you ba lance  your time a nd energy between your 
diff er ent  vocat io na l  ro les ?  
It took a long time for me to find that balance of work, family and personal 
time while always keeping Christ the primary focus. It is much easier now 
since my job and family are intertwined, so I can maintain my efforts to 
both at the same time; however, it was a while before I realized the 
importance of focusing on personal well-being as well as striving towards 
the roles in which God had placed me. Being the introvert that I am, I 
would often burn myself out at work constantly taking care of guests’ 
needs and continually being inundated by social obligations. This would 
often cause me to become overwhelmed and would cause depression and 
anxiety. I would say my development in this area is far from finished; but 
at present, I’ve found the delicate balance of putting others first, but I also 
keep in mind to not overcommit myself. 
How do  you s ee  Go d at  work  in other people ’s  l ives,  thro ugh 
your v oca tion?  
 

When my parents founded Lilleys’ Landing, they did so with a mindset of 
ministry rather than business. It was their dream to create a place where 
people could get away from life’s stress and experience God in His 
creation. In every interaction I have with our guests, I strive to bless them 
not simply with a nice vacation, but a chance to truly receive rest and 
peace that can only come from God. Whether they know Him or not, I 
believe most of our guests feel this during their stay. 
What  gi fts  and desires  has  G od given you that  contribute  to 
your v oca tional  role?  
Above all else, I thank God for the patient heart he gave me. For those of 
you who work in the tourism industry, you know how difficult some 
visitors can be. But in so many cases, I can testify how God quieted my 
heart instead of allowing me to lash out when I was completely justified to 
do so. This, along with the hospitable nature I got from my family, are the 
gifts I am most thankful for in my vocation. 
In  what  w ays are  you grow ing a nd b eing challenged thro ugh 
your v oca tion? 
As stated before, I consider myself to be an avid introvert. I can’t count the 
times God has put me into situations that challenge that aspect. 
Nowadays, I find myself jumping into situations or conversations that the 
Greg five years ago would’ve been terrified to be a part of. Although I may 
be incredibly awkward in those situations, at least I’m willing to try. It’s a 
work in progress. 
How can we p ray  for  you,  in  your job ,  and others  in  the s ame 
vocat io n?  
The main thing I need assistance in is direction. I feel a draw from so 
many different areas; I feel overwhelmed by choices to make. I’ve felt for 
many years that God has something more for me to do, but He has yet to 
reveal what that is. Pray that I continue to have patience in waiting for 
God’s calling and also be open to new possibilities and changes that that 
calling may bring. 
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This fall our teaching team is guiding us through the book of Philippians, a book that is both convicting and 
encouraging.  In the book Paul writes to the brothers and sisters in the community of Philippi who continue to 
support him in his ongoing missionary efforts.  In Paul’s return letter to the Philippians he is responding to their 
concern about his imprisonment and the ministry that God has opened up because of it.   
What is most notable about this letter is the obvious fondness that Paul feels toward this fledgling Christian 
church.  In it he talks about significant themes of sanctification such as joy and unity amongst the believers.  The 
joy Paul expresses is not synonymous with happiness or pleasure, but based on the reality that all Christians are 
united by Christ and will eternally be together as family.   
This message fits well with the effort we are making this fall to encourage inter-generational relationship 
building. Sometimes it is easier to interact only with those folks who are in common life stages, but by doing so 
we miss the unique perspective that each age group has to offer. I am consistently blessed by the re-discovery 
God allows me by seeing life through the eyes of younger people.  In like manner I know that those who are 
older can provide a sense of assurance and comfort to those who are younger.  We got a taste of the mixing a 
couple of weeks ago at Souper Sunday. The goal was to share something of ourselves at our tables that would 
deepen our knowledge of one another. 
In Philippians there are many places that Paul models and explains what it means to love one another; the most 
often quoted is Philippians 2: 1-4: 
Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any 
common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-
minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to 
the interests of the others. 
It is actually the comfort we receive from Christ that allows us to reach outside our comfort zone and into the 
lives of others.  When we do things like cook for those in need, or mow their grass, or offer to babysit for an 
evening, or welcome new people in our midst we are practicing Paul’s words.   
 

Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ 
Jesus.  To all the saints in Christ 

Jesus who are at Philippi, with     
the overseers and deacons... 

By Jennifer Freeman 



	

As the ancient Chinese 
liked to say, “He who asks 
a question is a fool for five 
minutes; he who does not 
ask a question remains a 

fool forever’. 

 
 

Submit your 
questions to 

rapinchuck@cofo.edu 



	


